Secondary Source Review Essay
DUE IN CLASS AND VIA DROPBOX: TUESDAY, APRIL 7
Secondary sources comprise the body of scholarship, commentary, and discussion of primary evidence in a given field or area of historical inquiry and interest. They often take the form of academic books, book chapters, peer-reviewed journal articles, and essays. Their purpose is to describe, analyze, and interpret primary sources, often in consultation with other secondary scholarly sources. The purpose of this assignment is to introduce you to the craft of effective analysis of historical scholarship by producing a review essay of a secondary source of your choice.
In this assignment, you will first select a single secondary source assigned as course reading from the class syllabus. As was the case for the primary source analysis, it is strongly recommended that you choose a source that interests you, rather than opting for the shortest reading time or most familiar. 
After having chosen your selected source, will carefully and closely read the document. While reading, consider the following aspects of the source:
1. Survey the source’s basic metadata: What is it titled? What can the title tell readers about the document’s perspective? When was it published, and in what periodical? Why might that matter?
2. Consider its authorship: Who wrote it? What is their scholarly intent in writing?
3. Analyze the source’s contents: What is the author’s thesis, argument, or research question? What evidence do they use to substantiate that claim, and how do they interpret it? What methods or biases inform their research? How do they structure their argument?
4. Your own evaluation: What do you, the reader, learn from reading this source? Is the document effective or persuasive? Why or why not? What details, methods, or sources does the author exclude, deny, or reject from their work? What is the lasting contribution of the work?
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Having read and understood the primary source in depth, students are required to develop an essay of five (5) pages in length, reporting their analysis and evaluation of the document. The essay should strike a fine balance between summary and analysis: you should report the source’s structure, organization, argument, supporting points, and evidence, while engaging it analytically. The essay should NOT incorporate any references to outside source materials. Instead, students should focus entirely on a close reading of the one source, referring heavily to passages or ideas directly from the text. References should be in-text parenthetical citations, noting author and page number/ paragraph and line number (when applicable). Formal works cited pages are NOT required and are actively discouraged. The chosen source should be the only work referenced in the paper. Any evidence of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will result in an automatic grade of zero and referral to the Brooklyn College academic integrity officer. The paper should be written in a legible standard 12-point font, double-spaced, standard margins, with the student’s name, date, and chosen source clearly noted in the heading. Electronic submissions to Dropbox should be a .docx Word document or PDF titled: “Last Name, Primary Source Analysis.” Failure to adhere to these style rules will result in a penalty.
This assignment will be evaluated according to the letter-grade rubric included in the assignment’s Dropbox folder, with additional comments tailored to individual essays.






